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School of Healing and Impartation 
Randy Clark 

 

Flowing in the Gift of a Word of Knowledge 
 

♦ Introduction 

1 Corinthians 12:1,7-8 

'Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware...7But to each one is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8For to one is given the word of 

wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit; (NASB) 
 
 

Our Heavenly Father, after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, sent to His children the person of 

the Holy Spirit with all of His fruit and gifts made available to us. In 1 Corinthians 12:7, Paul 

wrote that the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 
 
 

♦ Key Insights 
 

I) What is a Word of Knowledge? 

1 Corinthians 2:12-13 
12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13These things we also 
speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches... 
(NKJV) 
 

Simply, a word of knowledge is a supernatural revelation of information received through the 

Holy Spirit. It is knowledge received apart from natural analysis or human means. In this lesson 

we are focusing on Words of Knowledge for Healing. 
 

II) Recognizing and Receiving A Word of Knowledge for Healing 
 

A) How Does God Give A Word of Knowledge for Healing? 

God gives His revelations in different ways, and that is true of words of knowledge for healing as 

well as for other kinds of revelation. Some of the more common ways 

 

He gives words of knowledge for healing are: 

1. Feel It 

2. See It 

3. Read It 

4. Think It 

5. Say It 

6. Dream It 

7. Experience It 

Let's now look at each of these in detail.  



 

B) Examining Seven Common Ways to Receive 

1) Feel It 

You may have 

• a sharp pain in some part of your body, 

• a throbbing sensation, 

• some other sensation, 

• a strong emotion such as fear or panic. 
 

Be careful that your feeling is not caused by a condition in your own body. For instance, if you 

often have pain in your left ear, you would not give that as a word of knowledge even if you get 

that pain during a meeting. 

2) See It 

You may get a mental picture, such as 

• a body part: perhaps a heart, a foot, an eye, a head, 

• a person with a certain condition such as a limp, 

• a person carefully holding his arm, 

• a crutch, eye-glasses, a person walking with a cane, 

• a water bottle, a barbed wire fence, an auto accident. 

3) Read It 

You may see in your mind: 

• a person with a word written across his front or back, or over his head, 

• a word written on a wall or on a carpet, 

• something like a newspaper headline, or a banner. 

4) Think It 

You may sense in your mind that someone has a particular condition, or that the Holy Spirit has 

spoken the word to you. It is a mental impression. 

5) Say It 

While talking or praying or standing with someone, unpremeditated words may tumble out of 

your mouth relating to a physical condition you were not aware of. 

6) Dream It 
While sleeping, you may have a vivid dream in which: 

• you have a new health problem, 

• you see someone with a health problem, 

• you hear someone talking about a health problem, 

• you see an event acted out before you like a movie, such as a hospital scene or an 

accident. 

7) Experience It 

Similar to dreaming it, you may have a vivid vision while awake. It may be so strong that you are 

actually a part of what is happening, not just an observer. 
 

Sometimes these categories blend together. Is it a mental picture or a vision? Vision could be 

likened to a "3D Technicolor movie" - something given by the Holy Spirit that is beyond a mental 

picture in intensity and vividness. 
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Ill) Ministering A Word of Knowledge for Healing 

A) The Holy Spirit Gives a Word of Knowledge for a Specific Need  

The Holy Spirit often gives a revelatory word of knowledge concerning the need of a person (or 

persons) for healing. This is an indication that God wishes to heal the person or those who have 

the condition revealed in the word of knowledge, and usually that He wishes to heal at the time 

the word is given. 
 

When understood in this way, a word of knowledge builds faith in the person who needs the 

healing, and also in the person who received the word of knowledge. Accordingly, the person 

who receives the word: 

• Should usually speak it out at that time or at the next appropriate time. 

• Should see if it applies to someone present, and if so, offer to pray at once for that 

person's healing. 

B) The Context for Receiving a Word of Knowledge 
 

1) You may receive a word of knowledge any time or anywhere. 

You might get a word during a prayer meeting, a cell group meeting, walking past 

someone in church or in the supermarket, or while washing dishes at home. 
 

2) You may or may not know for whom the revelation has been given. 

Most often, the word of knowledge is given for someone present. However, it may not be 

for someone present, but for a person whom someone present knows about. Or it can be 

for someone you will see in the near future. 

C) Specificity in Expressing a Word of Knowledge for Healing and the Effect on Faith 

The more specific the word of knowledge is the more faith it builds in the people involved. If the 

word is received through feeling a pain, it is helpful if the kind of pain and its exact location is 

stated. 
 

For example, it is better to say, "A shooting pain on the left side of the neck just below the ear", 

or to point to the exact location, than to say merely, "A pain in the neck," or, "Does someone's 

neck hurt?" 

D) Expressing a Word of Knowledge Only as Received 

The person receiving the word should be careful not to change it, and not to add to it. When 

shared it should not be exaggerated, nor any detail left out of that seems unimportant. Changes 

or additions cause confusion. 
 

Personal Illustration: Randy: the man and the green hose. 

I once had a mental picture of someone being injured by tripping over a green hose. The only 

green hoses I had seen were garden hoses. So I said I had a picture of a person injured by 

tripping over a green garden hose. There was a man in the meeting who had been injured by 

tripping over a green pressure hose at work. He did not respond to my word at first, because the 

hose he tripped on wasn't a garden hose. He would have responded more quickly if I had not 

assumed that the green hose was a garden hose and had given it just as I had seen it. 

 



 

E) How to Deliver a Word of Knowledge for Healing 
 

1) It is generally wise to be tentative in speaking out the word you have received. 

For example, you might say, "Does anyone have a sharp pain in his left elbow just now?" If no 

one responds, don't be concerned. If someone responds you could say, "Well, I just had a 

sharp pain in my left elbow, which may be a word of knowledge indicating that God would like 

to heal you now. Since you have that condition, would you like for me (or us) to pray for you 

now?" 
 
 

2) If the person is open to receiving prayer, pray for him. 

If he wants prayer later, pray for him later. If he doesn't want prayer due to embarrassment, 

lovingly encourage him to receive. But if he refuses, don't pressure him in any way to receive 

prayer. 
 
 

IV) Practical Insights for Growing in the Use of a Word of Knowledge for Healing 

A) A word of knowledge may come quickly. 

Words of knowledge may come flitting through your mind more like a bird or dancing butterfly 

than like a stationary billboard. 

B) A word of knowledge may be rather vague, tempting you to screen it out or ignore it. 

Practice "tuning in" to these revelations and speaking them out. If you are tentative and humble, 

not arrogant or presumptuous, no one will be offended if you seem to have heard amiss. 
 

C) Resist the thought that a word you’ve received is not important, or that it’s "just you". 

Remember, it builds faith in the other person to know that God has revealed that person's 

condition to you. What seems like a vague impression to you may be a shout to the other 

person! However, don't be presumptuous. Don't say, "God just told me you have an earache." 

Instead, say, "Does your left ear ever bother you? I have an impression of a problem in a left 

ear. Does this mean anything to you?" 

D) Unpretentious honesty is the best policy! 

It's perfectly okay: 

• to admit that you're nervous, 

• to say that you have only a vague impression, 

• to say that you have never had a word for someone before, 

• to say that praying for sick people is new to you. 

E) Don't let fear rob you and the person who might have been healed. 

Someone has said that "faith" is spelled "r-i-s-k". Be patient, but step out! Be humble, but step 

out! Be tentative, but STEP OUT! God is giving you words of knowledge because He wants you 

to use them! He wants you to use them wisely and prudently and humbly, but He DOES want 

you to use them! 


